
city as an act of will
memory of a city vs city of memory

TU Delft
2005



preface





chapter 1: memory of a city



Cities & memory…
 Zora has the quality of remaining in your memory point by point in 
its succession of streets, of houses along the streets, and of doors and 
windows in the houses along the streets, and of doors and windows 
in the houses, though nothing in them possesses a special beauty or 
rarity. Zora’s secret lies in the way your gaze runs over patterns follow-
ing one another as in a musical score where not a note can be altered or 
displaced… the city which cannot be expunged from the mind is like an  
armature, a honey-comb in whose cells each of us can place the things 
he wants to remember : names of famous men, virtues, umbers, vegeta-
ble and mineral classifications, dates of battles, constellations, part of 
speech… (15,16)/ Italo Calvino
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Utopia- refers to the human efforts to create a better or perhaps perfect 
society. Almost all written utopias where representing longing for better 
world. But when we will look into first utopias closer we can noticed that 
what authors called perfect society, ideal society depends from which so-
cial group their authors came from. In fact they represent the point of 
view of this particular person who wrote them. What is even more inter-
esting: the society which they call perfect is a society without freedom, 
they are all work in name of one idea, and there is no place for individual-
ity. They are totalitarian societies, who are not allowed to think. Because 
someone else is thinking for them. ... Utopia has no time and no precise 
place. They are separate from the outside. Outside just don’t exist. A city 
which they described were beautiful, ruled by one person, who was abso-
lute. All decisions lied in absolute’s hands. ...

Ideal city: refers to human effort to create better or perfect city, which 
will offered perfect conditions. Ideal cities are based on the faith into one 
political or social order. They depends from believes of their authors. 
They are subordinate to one idea. Like idea of perspective in Sforzinda- 
ideal city in renaissance, or  idea of protection in Haussman’s  plan for 
Paris, or even idea of connection in Sixtus’s plan for Rome. All of them 
were primary political decisions. The thing about ideal cities was that 
they were made by people who thought that their ideas are good for the 
entire world. They are made by authority for society. In a belief that ‘we 
know what is good for you, just because we are above you’. In fact ideal 
cities are built utopias though they never manage to change normal soci-
ety into ideal society. if I would like to be more optimistic about utopias 
I should of course mention al social utopias, or ideal cities created for 
prove the conditions in the upper class. I wrote ‘if I would like to be more 
optimistic because even those ideal cities offered nothing more than kind 
of theater where they were hoping that people will act according to the 
scenography which they designed and of course order to which they sac-
rificed their projects.



ideal city vs utopia



chapter 2: city of memory
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city of memory inhabited by the memory if the mirrored Amsterdam


